








Massabesic Audubon Cente

Sat, Jan 22, 1-4pm

Cost: Individual $ 8M/$ 10NM, Family $ 15M/$ 25NM
Getting cabin fever? Come out and enjoy a mid—winter
festival and try a variety of winter activities in New
Hampshire. We'll have a winter campfire, go on a tracking
hike, make some crafts, meet some live animals, and do
some snowshoeing! Come back inside for hot chocolate
and treats. Bring your friends!

OUTDOOR VENTURES

A unique partnership of Catholic Medical Center’s Prime
Time (50+) program, Deb Sugerman of Experiential

Concepts and NH Audubon brings you this program series.

Call 626-2626 (Ask-a-Nurse) to register.

Beginner Hike: December 9, 10 am—2 pm

Prescott Farm Environmental Education Ctr., Laconia
The 160-acre historic family farm features woodland and
field trails, a “green” building with geothermal and solar
energy systems, historic barns, an old-fashioned maple
sugaring operation, heritage gardens, and a forested pond.
We will hike on the Pond Loop trail (approximately 2
miles) and finish with a tour of the center. Trip cost: $20
Learn to Snowshoe Workshop: January 20, noon-3 pm
Massabesic Audubon Center, Auburn

Learn the basic techniques of snowshoeing: start with a
short indoor workshop on snowshoeing equipment and
clothing, then snowshoe on the Battery Point trail (2 mile
beginner trail). Warm up after the snowshoe trip with

hot cocoa. Workshop cost: $20, snowshoe rental: $6
Intermediate Snowshoe Hike: January 27, 10 am—3 pm
Fundy Cove Trail, Pawtuckaway State Park, Deerfield
The Fundy Cove Trail winds around Pawtuckaway Lake,
through marshes and along streams - beautiful in the
winter! We will snowshoe approximately 4-5 miles on fairly
flat terrain. The trip is intermediate based on the

mileage. Workshop cost: $20, snowshoe rental: $6
Beginner Snowshoe Hike: February 10, 10 am-2 pm
Silk Farm Trail, McLane Audubon Center, Concord
Enjoy a gentle snowshoe on the Silk Farm Trail (2 miles
round trip, mild elevation change) to Great Turkey Pond
where we will look for signs of flora and fauna. Warm up
after snowshoeing with a guided tour of the McLane
Center. Trip cost: $20, snowshoe rental: $6

Intermediate Snowshoe Hike: February 17, 10 am-3 pm
Oak Ridge Trail, Castle in the Clouds

Snowshoe at the historic Castle in the Clouds where

the views are spectacular! We will snowshoe past frozen
waterfalls to a lookout over Lake Winnipesaukee. The trip
is approximately 4 miles with moderate elevation gain. Trip
cost: $20, snowshoe rental: $6

WEE WONDERS

Tuesdays, 10-11:30am

Wednesdays, 12-1:30pm

Cost: $8 M / $11 NM (per adult/child pair)

Join us for our new winter series of classes designed for 4-6
year olds! Discover the changing seasons through hands-
on activities, songs, crafts, stories, and outdoor discovery.
Siblings are welcome. Please dress to be outside and wear
appropriate footwear. Children must be accompanied by an
adult.

Download class details at www.nhaudubon.org

Session 3 (continued): Have You Ever Wondered...

It often feels that there are so many more questions than
answers when it comes to the natural world. Come and
discover a very few of the mysteries that will entertain us

this fall.
November 30/December 1: Night Lights
December 7/8: Where Have All The Wild Things Gone?

Session 4: Welcome To Winter!

We've seen some of the strategies that our woodland
creatures do in order to avoid our hard winters... some
just sleep while others leave. But the majority of wildlife
stays and survives. Let’s look for fun as we say, “welcome to
winter!”

January 11/12: Weathering Winter

January 18/19: Trees In Winter: Dead Or Alive?
January 25/26: Whitetails In Winter

February 1/2: Owls Out And About

February 8/9: Footprints In The Snow

February 15/16: Winter Fun!

ART EXHIBITS

MAC’s Wild NH Photography

On display through December 4!

Experience the beauty of New Hampshire’s landscapes,
animals and wildflowers. This fourth annual photography
contest features winning photos submitted by amateur
photographers. All photos will be up for silent auction at the
start of the show. Join us for a silent auction closer where
you can get the last bid on your favorite photographs and
take them home! Proceeds go to benefit NH Audubon.
Auction will be Saturday, December 4 from 2—4pm.

“The Art Of My Nature”: Recent Works by NH Artist,
Ron Plante

January 8-February 19

Opening Reception January 8, 1-5 pm, refreshments will be
served and Mr. Bob Beaudry will provide music.

Works shown will include recent watercolors, oils, and
charcoal and pencil drawings. Art will include NH subjects
such as Robert Frost’s birches, Massabesic’s fiddleheads and
scenes from MAC trails and Battery Point.

26 Audubon Way, Auburn, NH 03032

603-668-2045
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Newfound Audubon Center

ABOUT NEWFOUND AUDUBON CENTER

Located on the beautiful northern shore of Newfound

Lake, the Newfound Audubon Center is comprised of three
wildlife sanctuaries: Paradise Point Nature Center, Ash
Cottage at Hebron Marsh Sanctuary and Bear Mountain
Sanctuary. The trails at all three sanctuaries are open year-
round to bird watchers and hikers, Nordic skiers and
snowshoers, and all-around nature lovers. Paradise Point and
Hebron Marsh extend to the water’s edge, allowing visitors
to experience more of Newfound Lake’s habitat, while Bear
Mountain’s hillside habitat exemplifies the beauty of New
Hampshire’s woodlands. With sanctuary trails open all year
long, there is always something to do. For information, Photo by Julie Klett
please contact the Center by email at cfoley@nhaudubon.

org

North Shore Road, Hebron NH 03222 603-744-3516

The Loon Cente

ABOUT THE LOON CENTER

The Loon Center is open Monday through Saturday from 9 am to 5 pm. Enjoy the educational displays and award-winning
videos, as well as the trails on the Markus Wildlife Sanctuary which are open dawn to dusk daily for walking, snowshoeing,
or cross-country skiing.

The Loon Center is a self-directed and self-funded = T
constituent organization of NH Audubon located on . e
the 200-acre Markus Wildlife Sanctuary. The Loon PE— e
Preservation Committee exists to restore and maintain a .'.;e:-rw“
healthy population of loons throughout New Hampshire; =
to monitor the health and productivity of loon
populations as sentinels of environmental quality; and to
promote a greater understanding of loons and the natural
world. All gift shop proceeds benefit Common Loon |

research and preservation in New Hampshire.

Loon Family, Photo by John Rockwood

Lees Mills Road, Moultonborough, NH 03254 603-476-5666
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Chapter Happenings

AMMONOOSUC CHAPTER

Everyone is welcome at our programs and may participate
in the Christmas Bird Count (CBC). Please call David
Govatski at 586-7776 for more information. Reminder
about CBC dates: Crawford, December 18; Littleton,
December 19; Pittsburg, December 21; and Errol,
December 22.

Programs are held atr The Rocks Estate in Bethlehem.
January 19: Flight of the Bohemians — Irruptive Bird
Species

February 16: The Weeks Act and the Creation of the
WMNEF

CAPITAL AREA

Field Trip: Christmas Bird Count

Sunday, December 19, 2010

Join Bob Quinn and many other birding enthusiasts as

we count birds around the Concord area in the annual
Christmas Bird Count. To sign up or for more information,

Contact Bob at RAQbirds@aol.com or at 746-2535.

Program: Birds of the West Indies

Wednesday, January 12, 7:00 pm

Location: McLane Center, Concord

The Caribbean contains far more than beaches, cruise ship
ports, and sources of duty-free rum! With four large islands
and literally hundreds of small ones, the West Indies are one
of evolution’s great laboratories. There are entire vertebrate
families found no where else in the world, and of course
endemic species of birds, lizards, and other animals on
many islands. Pam Hunt first visited the region in 1990, got
hooked, and has been back over 20 times since. In this talk
she’ll provide a brief overview of the evolutionary history

of the West Indies, and then shift focus to the diversity of
birds found there.

Field Trip: Winter Birding at Cape Ann (All Day Trip!)
Saturday, January 15, 8:00 am (snow date Jan 22)

Cape Ann, Massachusetts is famous for winter birds,
including Harlequin Ducks, King Eiders, alcids, and rare
gulls. In this all day trip well see what we can find on this
list, and there’s even the possibility of a complete surprise.
Come prepared for cold conditions and potentially strong
winds. If we're lucky there’ll even be a nor’easter to push
seabirds close to shore! Meet at NH Audubon’s McLane
Center at 8:00 a.m. for this ALL DAY trip. Plan to stop for
lunch in Gloucester or Rockport, and for a brief break from
winter weather. For more information contact Pam Hunt at

753-9137 or biodiva@myfairpoint.net

Field Trip: Bald Eagles on the Merrimack

Sunday, January 30, 8:30 am

Meet Rob Woodward at the McLane Audubon Center for
this annual morning jaunt looking for Eagles along the
Merrimack River between Concord and Manchester and

wintering Peregrine Falcons in downtown Manchester.
Contact: Rob Woodward at 224-0889 (evenings)

CAPITAL AREA, continued

Program: Spring Migration Begins in Winter!
Wednesday, February 9, 7:00 pm (Snow Date Feb. 10)
Location: McLane Center, Concord

With slides, data, and recordings Bob Quinn will entertain
and educate you about birds and migration in New
Hampshire during the depths of the winter. This program
will surprise you with many fascinating stories about bird
migration in New Hampshire and comes at a perfect time
of the year- when some birds are still on their way south
and others have spring migration on their minds! Come
prepared for a participatory and fun evening. Bob will have
a few surprises and of course a pop quiz or two.

MONADNOCK CHAPTER

Monadnock Chapter Field Trip: New Year at Willard
Pond

Sunday, January 2, 9 am — 1 pm

Join Willard Pond Wildlife Sanctuary caretaker/naturalists,
Phil Brown and Julie Tilden, in welcoming 2011 at
Willard Pond with a loop hike of Bald Mountain. We'll
pay particular attention to wintering birds and mammal
sign. Some species of winter finches are predicted in good
numbers this year, and Bald Mountain’s spruce cones can be
an excellent place to find them.

Meet in the main parking lot near the end of Willard Pond
Road. Co-sponsored by the Harris Center.

Contact: RSVP with Phil Brown at pbrown@nhaudubon.
org or at 525-4096.

Full Wolf Moon Hike at Willard Pond

Wednesday, January 19, 8 pm

The last documented wolf in NH was killed in 1887, but
their return is expected. The “Supersanctuary” seems as
good a place as any for them to return to, and maybe we’ll
try howling for one. At the very least, we'll howl for owls (if
it’s not too cold, as we wouldn’t want to waste their energy
otherwise), and coyotes may be on the prowl. Co-sponsored
by the Harris Center.

Contact: RSVP with Phil Brown at pbrown@nhaudubon.
org or at 525-4096.

Full Snow Moon Hike at Willard Pond

Friday, February 18, 8 pm

February brings certain ice to Willard Pond, and if it’s thick
enough, we'll attempt another full moon watch from the
pond, with stunning moonlit views of the surrounding Bald
Basin. Co-sponsored by the Harris Center.

Contact: RSVP with Phil Brown at pprown@nhaudubon.
org or at 525-4096.

NASHAWAY CHAPTER

The following programs take place at 7 pm at the Nashua
Public Library (2 Court Street).

January 11: “Community Planning Using the Wildlife
Action Plan” with Lindsay Webb

February 8: Topic TBD
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Register now
for camps at
Massabesic & o3
McLane e

FEBRUARY FUN VACATION CAMP

February 21-25 at Massabesic,

February 28-March 4 at MclLane

For children ages 6-12
All-day sessions: 9am - 4pm

February Fun Vacation Camp is a special opportunity for children
ages 6-12 to learn more about nature in winter. Join us for a single
day, several days, or the whole week. The various themes of each
day will be explored through outdoor excursions (by foot or on
snowshoes), games, crafts, stories, live animals, songs, and con-
servation projects to help participants discover the wonders of the
season. Children should bring their own lunches and snacks and be
prepared to be outside with appropriate clothing.

Monday-Survival of the Fittest

We'll sharpen our survival skills by making shelters and building

a campfire. Then we'll learn about adaptations that help animals
survive!

Tuesday-Bats Incredible!

Discover the world of bats. These beneficial animals do everything
from eating mosquitoes to pollinating flowers. We'll play some
batty games, do some crafts, and look at examples of bat houses.
Wednesday-Cold Call

We'll strap on some snowshoes and explore the history of winter
fun in NH. We'll go sledding, tracking, and try to make a snow
cave.

Thursday-Bug Ball

A day all about Earth’s most plentiful creatures. Play with some
live insects, go for a walk to see some amazing winter bugs, and
make a six-legged craft.

Friday-Botany Bonanza

Plants are all around us! We'll go on a plant scavenger hunt, look
at some of our live animals that rely on plants for food, make some
pine tree tea, and create naturally decorated murals.
12
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Photo by Mark Wilson

WINTER SOLSTICE CAMP

Tues, Dec 28th — Thurs, Dec 30th
For Children Ages 6-12
All-day sessions: 9am - 4pm

Celebrate the end of 2010 and join us for Winter
Solstice Camp! Each day we'll keep your child ac-
tive with educational games, outdoor adventures,
live animals, crafts, and stories. We'll explore the
winter world, find out who is still out and about,
look for evidence of animal activity and share
good times. Join in the fun for just one day or
sign up for all of them! Children should bring
their own lunches and snacks and be prepared to
be outside with appropriate clothing.

Tuesday-Solstice Special

What's so exciting about the Solstice? We'll ex-
plore the stars and planets this day and strap on
snowshoes to see what makes the seasons unique.
Wednesday-Winged Wonders

Look for some of our native winter birds and
learn how they deal with winter. Make a feeder
to take home and go on a birding scavenger hunt.
Thursday-Winter Sleepers

Who hibernates in NH? We'll look at some live
hibernators and learn how anyone could sleep
through winter.

INFO

Camp Fee: $40 M/$50 NM per child per day
Camper drop-off begins at 8:30 a.m. and After-
hours care is available from 4-5:30 p.m. for an
additional charge of $8 M/ $10 NM per child
per day.

Registrations are only accepted by mail or in
person (at McLane Center, Concord), we cannot
take registrations over the phone. To receive a
registration packet, call the Audubon Centralized
Camp Registration Center at 224-9909, ext. 333
or pick-up a registration form at either center.

SAVE THE DATE

Super Spring Vacation Camp!
Monday-Friday, April 25th —29th



Lasting, sustainable gifts for

your holiday shopping list

5
R
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ship), $60 (family membership)

Adopt a Wildlife Sanctuary

For the hiker, snow-shoer or nature lover on your list! Which one of New Hamp-
shire Audubon’s 38 sanctuaries is your favorite? Show your love and support of
our beautiful preserved lands by adopting your choice of sanctuaries. Adoption in-
cludes a framed certificate and picture of your chosen sanctuary. ($200 per month
or $1,000 per year).

Adopt a Peregrine Falcon Nest Site

Are you or someone you know fascinated by birds of prey? New Hampshire Audu-
bon Conservation Biologists study and protect these threatened raptors and you
can be a part of that too! We monitor nesting sites out in the wild, band chicks
and track the birds as they move into adulthood. Sponsorship at the $200 level
includes a framed certificate and picture of one of the Peregrine Falcons we observe

and her chicks. Soaring sponsors are invited to visit a Peregrine Nest site with
NHA raptor biologist Chris Martin ($1,000).

Sponsor-an-Animal

Show your support for any of the animals that live at the McLane or Massabesic
Audubon Centers by sponsoring them for a month or a year. Makes a great gift for
the young naturalists in your family! Your sponsorship includes a framed certifi-
cate and picture of your chosen animal. ($25-75 per month, $250-750 per year)

Honor and Memorial Bricks

Give a lasting tribute by honoring a friend or loved one on an engraved brick. Our
bricks are placed on the McLane Center Flower and Butterfly Garden pathway and
are a special way to commemorate a special memory, event or anniversary. ($200

per brick, $500 per granite brick)

A New Hampshire Audubon Membership

Give a gift that last the entire year! A one-year membership includes
many benefits such as discounts on programs, publications and in the
Nature Store, free programs for members only, subscription to the Afield
program guide, and more. Holiday gift membership includes a gold leaf
ornament for you to present to your loved one. $45 (individual member-

We glve gifts to

show others we care, and
nothing says you care more
than a membership to NH
Audubon. It's a gift that will
last an entire year, and

perhaps for generations.

Call 224-9909, ext. 310, or
e-mail nha@nhaudubon.org.

Summer Camp Staff Opportunities

What are you doing this coming summer? It is not too early to start thinking about sun filled days, fun filled nature

explorations, helping children to learn to love and protect the natural world around

us, and gaining valuable work

experience as part of an energizing and fulfilling camp staff team! We are planning summer camp now and will be
hiring many individuals to help at our day camps.We offer day camps at two locations: Auburn (Massabesic), Concord
(McLane). We need to fill positions for assistant directors, instructors, assistant instructors, and trip leaders. Check our

website for detailed descriptions or email the camp directors for more information:
Kevin Wall (Concord): kwall@nhaudubon.org
Angie Krysiak (Auburn): akrysiak@nhaudubon.org

NH Audubon Afield
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Christmas Bird Count Preview 2010

Put on your coat, pull out your binoculars and get ready to
take part in the annual Christmas Bird Count! There are 21
counts in New Hampshire, and they are open to all interested
birders. Many are run by New Hampshire Audubon Chap-
ters. Check the list below for a count near you and contact
the person listed if youd like to help. Each count takes place
in a designated “count circle” on a specific day. The coordina-
tor assigns teams to count birds in each section of the circle,
but if you live in the circle you can simply count the birds in
your backyard. Each count’s survey area stays the same from
year to year, comprising a circle fifteen miles in diameter
around a central point. International in scope, the Christ-
mas Bird Count is organized and compiled by the National
Audubon Society, who coordinates all count circles so they
don’t overlap. Each count picks its own particular survey day
between December 14 and January 5. So join in a 100-year-
old tradition and have some winter fun!

H Audubon Afield
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1. Pittsburg —December 21

Contact: David Govatski (586-7776 or David.Govatski@
gmail.com).

2. Errol-Umbagog — December 22

Contact: Chris Martin (224-9909 x317 or cmartin@
nhaudubon.org).

3. Littleton — December 19

Contact: Mary Boulanger (444-6993 or mboul@roadrunner.
com) or David Govatski (586-7776 or David.Govatski@
gmail.com).

4. North Conway — December 28

Contact: Nora Dufilho, Tin Mtn. Conservation Ctr. (447-
6991 or nbeem@tinmountain.org).

5. Baker Valley — December 19

Contact: Stephen Rounds (764-9011 or ullungdo96@yahoo.
com)

6. Hanover-Norwich — December 31

Contact: Dan Crook (448-2544).

7. Laconia-New Hampton — January 2

Contact: Pam Hunt (753-9137 or biodiva@myfairpoint.
net).

8. Concord — December 19

Contact: Robert Quinn (RAQbirds@aol.com [preferred] or
746-2535).

9. Lee-Durham — December 26

Contact: Steve Mirick (978-374-0654 or smirick@comcast.
net).

10. Coastal — December 18

Contact: Len Medlock (706-5539 or lenmedlock@comcast.
net).

11. Keene — December 19

Contact: Phil Brown (pbrown@nhaudubon.org or 525-
4096).

12. Peterborough-Hancock — December 18

Contact: Dave Rowell (924-8790 or daverowell@myfair-
point.net).

13. Nashua-Hollis — January 2

Contact: Richard Bielawski (429-2537 or rbielawski@mac.
com).

14. Lake Sunapee — December 18

Contact: Gary Stansfield (inuk@sugar-river.net [preferred]
or 863-8737).

15. Saxtons River (Vt.-N.H.) — December 18

Contact: Donald Clark (802-843-2347 or sapsbks@sover.
net).

16. Manchester — Compiler needed. If you are interested,
Contact: Kevin Reid (887-3440 or twinsdaddy4 1 @yahoo.

‘com).

17. Isles of Shoals — December 19

Contact: Ben Griffith — (801-1856 or bgriffith@gmail.com)
18. Sandwich — January 2

Contact: Tony Vazzano (284-7718 or tvazzano@ncia.net).
19. Barnet (Vt.-N.H.) — January 1

Contact: Charlie Browne (802-748-2372, ext. 104 or
cbrowne@fairbanksmuseum.org).

20. Grafton-Bristol — to be determined

Contact: Phred Benham (523-7941, or fbenhal @lsu.edu).
21. Crawford Notch — December 18

Contact: Craig Repasz (203-230-1697 or crepasz@hotmail.

com).



2011 Backyard Winter Bird Survey: February 12 & |3

Survey Instructions

Backyard Winter Bird Survey participants report any bird
species that visit their yards and/or feeders in New Hampshire
on the second weekend in February. The survey was expanded
in 1987 to gather information on the distribution and
abundance of many winter species in New Hampshire.Please
take this opportunity to enjoy a closer look at the feathered
neighbors in your yard during the survey period.

When to watch
February 12 and 13 only. Watch and count the birds in your
yard at any time during the weekend.

How long to watch

Watch for as little or as long as you wish during the survey
weekend. Be sure to record the total number of hours you
observed as closely as possible. For example, if you were home
all day but only watched for five minutes every hour, your
time will be 45 minutes.

How to count

Record only the maximum number of each species seen at
one time. Do not add to your total each time you see a bird
at the feeder. For example, if at 10am you see six blue jays, at
2pm you see seven, and at 5pm you see four, your survey total
for blue jays is seven. If you did not see any birds, mark the
survey form accordingly.

Additional species
Use the blank lines to record any additional species observed,
with descriptions or photographs of unusual birds.

Birds you can’t identify
If you don’t know the names of all the birds visiting your
yard, you can still participate, but please record only the
species you can identify.
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Mourning Dove

Confusing species

Please be sure you can distinguish between similar species,
such as purple and house finches, chipping and American tree
sparrows, and sharp-shinned and Cooper’s hawks. A current
field guide can help. Remember that the house finch is more
common than the purple finch and chipping sparrows will be
in their winter plumage. Send descriptive details of chipping
sparrow or Cooper’s hawk sightings.

Unusual species

If you observe an unusual species, please include a
detailed description of the bird’s appearance and behavior.
Photographs are always helpful and may be e-mailed to
bwbs@nhaudubon.org; be sure to include your name and
address in your e-mail and note on your survey form that
you've e-mailed a photo. Without this documentation,
unusual reports may not be included in the final tally.

Survey results

The survey reports are computerized over the spring and
summer, with final interpretation in the fall. All participants
receive a copy of the results with next year’s forms when they
are mailed in January.

Other notes

B Remember to fill out the entire form.

B Your mailing address and zip code are necessary to ensure
that you remain on the survey mailing list.

B If you cannot participate but would like to remain on the
mailing list, you must still return the survey. Please fill in your
name and address and return to NH Audubon.

For past results and more about the Survey, go to:

http://nhbirdrecords.org/bird-conservation/backyard-winter-
survey.htm
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We are trying to streamline our mailing list. If you are unable to attend programs or no longer wish to receive program-related information,
or prefer to receive electronic communications from NH Audubon, please call (603)224-9909 or email emedia@nhaudubon.org

Photo by Peter Gray

Special thanks to Pleasant View Gardens in
Loudon, Fiddleheads Café in Hancock, Bo-
loco Inspired Burritos, and to the Gilbert
Verney Foundation for their 2010 support
of the Carter Hill and Pack Monadnock
Raptor Observatories.
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Corporate Partner Spotlight

Burtt PC Consulting, Inc.
Burtt PC Consulting is a Concord, NH based IT compa-
ny founded in 1989 to help clients throughout New Eng-
land use technology to advance their business goals. Burtt
PC Consulting is NH Audubon’s IT provider. Visit www.
burttpc.com.

OUR CORPORATE PARTNERS
Public Service of New Hampshire ® TransCanada
Hitchiner Manufacturing Co., Inc. ® TD Bank
Burtt Consulting, Inc. ® Company C
Normandeau Associates, Inc. ® The Common Man Family of
Restaurants ® Weare Animal Hospital
Concord Garden Club * Green Poma
Les A. Cartier & Associates, Inc. ® Manchester Garden Club
New England Wood Pellets

If you would like to become a Corporate Partner of NH Audubon, please
contact us at (603) 224-9909, ext. 307.




