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. Smaller woodland creeks and seeps- also enter
' " the cove; and much of the cove’s shoreline i |s
.Jan ecologrcally interesting gradatron of habrtat
types,. from forest to wetland shrubs to open
. water wrth emergent and floating’ aquatic s
. plants The cove is home to many forms of '
: W|Idl|fe including the Common Loon and
" Great Blue Heron.

iA\hout the Sanctuary

o lethm the hllly, rocky terram of the
_"Monadnock region, the 21. .35-acre Sucker
_ _Brook Cove Wlldllfe ‘Sanctuary occupres a por- -
- _tion of the northwest shore of the picturesque,
333-acre Srlver Lake From the Sanctuary, one .
" can getan rmpressrve view of Mt. Monadnock
E wh|ch is about seven air miles to the south

The Sanctuary consists of closed canopy, mixed

_forest of northern hardwoods red oak, white '
“pine, ‘anid eastern hemlock growrng onand -~
~.among the ample glacial erratics (boulders) ty'p-
. icalof the area. Most of the shorelrne area of
- _-'the Sanctuary encompasses S Sucker Brook ™
: Cove, a shallow, ‘sandy bay of Silver Lake o

where a woodland creek, Sucker Brook enters.

o The orrgrnal 20 3 acres-of the Sanctuary came
to Audubon in 1979 as a grft from Elrzabeth M
,Shepard and W: Hardre Shepard., In 1991,,
: Elrzabeth M. Shepard donated an addrtronal
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\/isitor lntormation

Sucker Brook Cove wildlife SanctUary is Aopen‘ o -

throughout the year during daylight hours.

’ Although there are trails for your enjoyment, -

' " this sanctuary’s.primary purpose is to provrde
‘ habitat for wildlife. In order to mrnlmlze distur-
' bance to the plants and anrmals here, we ask

N that you observe the following. rules
R E Only foot travel'is permitted. -
L 20 Smokrng, swimming, camprng, fires, hunt— S

ing, and trapping are prohrbrted

_,34. Please keep to the marked trails arid do.nat

- collect orin any way drsturb any plants or
~animals. -

4. Pets must be kept on leash:- o
~ 5. Please carry out all trash and lrtter
6. Be prepared for country walkrng '

'QHow to-
- getto he e
. Sanctuary‘ c

and follow

right onto the -

Road) that passes the lrbrary and Town Hall

. Drive up the hill; whereupon 0.3 mrle) the road'~" ‘
N becomes Lead Mine Road. After another 0.7 .
. mrle, VEer, rlght at the.fork just after the ceme-

- tery. 'Drive 0.9 mile, then turn. left onto the prr—
- vate dirt access road for Brantwood Camp.
‘Drrve 0.8 mile to flnd the trarlhead parkrng area -
“on the rrght This- access road is not plowed in
S the wrnter o

I e




Trail lnlormation

There is approximately 0.67 mile of trail on the -
Sanctuary; plus appfoximately another quarter

. mile along the access road from the parking area

to the Cove Trail's terminus near the lake. It takes -
‘about 1-1 5 hours to walk it all lelsurely L

Hill Tl

Red marhers, 0.3 mile

This trail illustrates the'_effect's that directional
exposure ‘can have on a forest community. As the’
trail meanders from the parking area along the -

eastern face of the hillside, the forest is dorinated )

. by red oak and no'r'ther'n hardwoods, such as

) be,ech,, sugar maple, and white ash. There is also
'black white, and yellow birch, black cherry,
wrtch hazel, and white pine, with hobhlebush in

- the understory. After about 500 feet, the trail
begihs to turn west as it. follows the contour of the
hill, and the generally cooler, shadier condmons
of the northern exposure are ‘evident in the notice-
able change in forest type from hardwoods to the
. more shade-tolerant eastern hemlock The cool,
~dark hemlock forest which also. contains yellow

.blrch and'some. red spruce, remains dominant for

most of the remainder of the Hill Trail because,

“although it is mainly on the hill’s western side, the -
trail drops down into a small, shady valley created

by woodland drai'nages' that feed into Sucker
Brook Cove. The sparse understory-in this shady
habitat includes wintergreen, goldthread,
sta'rflower, bunchberry, partridgeberry, moss,

- wood ferns, and, on the glacial erratics, polypody -
fern. Near its junction with the-Cove Trail, the Hill -

Trail leaves the valley somewhat and gains more
'of a southern expostre, and the forest type

becomes mote whlte plne and hardwood domr- -

‘ nated again.’
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Yellow marlaers 0.4 mile‘

From the parklng area this trail goes up a. short
slope through mixed forest, then gradually begins
dropping back into the small valley where it -~

‘meets the Hill Trail. The Cove Trail continues

down the shady, hemlock dommated valley to
where the drainage of the valley meets Sucker
Brook Cove. The trail follows the cove edge,
although much of the cove is blocked from view -

 at first because of the dense border of ‘wetland

shrubs such as wintetberry holly, mountain hOlly,

.speckled alder, “highbush blueberry, maleberry,

wild raisin, buttonbush leatherleaf, mead-
owsweet, steeplebush sweet gale, arrowwood;
and glossy buckthorn .

- The shallow sandy cove and its edge sSupports an
“array of wetland plants in ‘addition to the shrubs,
~ such as blue flag, bur-reed, arrowhead, pipewort,

marsh St. Johnswort,. bladderwort; spatterdock,
pondweed swamp candles, turtlehead, water

‘pennywort, water lobella sundew Jewelweed
- sedges, rushes, and-royal, sensmve, and'crnnamon

ferns. Included in the great variety of aquatic

“insects present is a good dlver5|ty of damselflres

and dragonflles

After fol lowing the cove’s edge for about a tenth
of a mile, the trail takes a sharp turn to the left. At

" this point, there is a red-blazed, short spur trail to

the shore, from where there is a great view of

* " Silver Lake and, Mt: Monadnock. Shortly after the
. spur the Cove Trail ends at the' access road; turn-
ing left up this. road will lead you to the parking
'~ area about a quarter of a mile away Please do not
_turn right from the trail onto the road as this leads .
‘toa prrvate re5|dence



